
 



 
 
PRELUDE  

Oh! What a Beautiful City 
Peace Song (from Jazz Epistle for Organ)    

spiritual, arr. David Hurd (b. 1950) 
Joe Utterback (b. 1944) 

 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 
 
stand, as able 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 One: Who has come this morning to hear the Word of God? 
 All: We have come, intending to open our ears. 
 One:  Who has come to fellowship with friends who share the faith? 
 All: We have come, intending to open our hearts. 
 One:  Who has come to be blessed by the Spirit of Christ? 
 All: We have come, intending to open our spirits. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 442 
The Church’s One Foundation  
 stanza 1  all, unison 
 stanza 2  all, parts 
 stanza 3  low voices, unison 
 stanza 4  high voices, unison 
 stanza 5  all, unison 

 AURELIA 

all are seated 
CALL TO CONFESSION (from Psalm 15)  

One:  Who may be welcomed as a guest in God’s house? Who can find a place on the Creator’s guest 
  list? The Psalmist says, only those who “do the right thing” as a way of living and being in the 
  world. So let us find peace with God and peace with others as we speak the truth about our  

inadequacy and feeble attempts, also acknowledging God’s intention to forgive. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
All: Gracious Creator, we yearn for Your divine hospitality in this world. Therefore, we confess  

our shortcomings in matters of both attitude and actions.  We lament our failure to be true 
 and faithful to those around us:  Family, friends, neighbors, and strangers. We hold on to our 
resources as if they are life-giving, confusing the Giver with the gifts.  Open Your heart to us:  
Give us renewed resolve to be the people we were created to be.   
   

There follows a moment of silence for prayers of confession. 
 



KYRIE    Ukraine 

 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

One: We seek a place at God’s table and a place in the hearts of those around us.  God the  
 Hospitality-Giver bids us accept the forgiveness and grace that allows us to be all that we can be,  
 in community with God and one another.  In this, as the Psalmist sang, we will not be moved.   

 
stand, as able 
RESPONSE TO OUR FORGIVENESS 563 stanza 1  LIFT EVERY VOICE 
 

Lift every voice and sing  
Till earth and heaven ring,  
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;  
Let our rejoicing rise  
High as the listening skies,  
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith  
That the dark past has taught us,  
Sing a song full of the hope  
That the present has brought us,  
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun  
Let us march on till victory is won.  

 
all are seated 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (inspired by I Corinthians 1:18-31) 

O God, we understand that you have chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things that are 
mighty.  You have chosen to communicate through those who were considered foolish to confound the 
wise.  You speak to us through the commonplace and the extraordinary alike.  We yearn to hear your 
Word, for our faith and for our practice.  Open our spirits and our hearts to hear and believe. Amen. 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING  Micah 6:1-8   Liturgist 
One:  The Word of God, for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God.  

 
ANTHEM 

Blessed Are the Pure of Heart  Woldemar Voullaire (1825-1902) 

Blessed are the pure of heart; They shall see the Father. 
 
 
 



SECOND SCRIPTURE READING   Matthew 5:1-12   Rev. Rhonda Cooper 
One:  The Word of God, for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God.  

 
SERMON   The Beatitudes: God’s “Yes”   Rev. Rhonda Cooper 
 
stand, as able 
HYMN OF RESPONSE 372 

Lord, I Want to Be a Christian  African-American spiritual 

 
Following the hymn, you may bring any prayer request cards to the front of the sanctuary, or signal an usher to assist you. 

 
all are seated 
LITANY FOR PEACEMAKING    
 One: This morning we remember those who have died of violence in our community.  

This morning we remember those who continue to suffer and die due to the violence in our city.   
Purple Ribbon List (January 17-24) 
Dashawn Anderson 
Cameron Bullock 
Dion Brandon 
Carl Gilmore 
Yousef Mohamed 

31 
30 
19 
37 
32 

Male 
Male 
Male 
Male 
Male 

White 
White 
Black 
 
Black 

This morning we remember those who will suffer and die due to violence in the coming year. 
 

One:     People of faith, to whom are we committed? 
 All: We are committed to solidarity with our community. 
 One: People of faith, to what are we committed? 
 All: We are committed to justice for all. 
 One: People of faith, to whom are we committed? 
 All: We are committed to pray for all those affected by violence- victims, family members and  

perpetrators alike. 
 One: People of faith, to what are we committed? 
 All: We are committed to non-violence and peace-making as a way of life. 
 One: Let us pray.   
 
We hang a purple ribbon on the Park Avenue side of our building to remind us to pray for the victims, survivors, and perpetrators of 

these acts of violence in Baltimore City. If you would like to join in putting up a ribbon after worship, please signal an usher.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our  
debts, as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  



  
OFFERTORY   

If you wish to give online via our website, use this link or scan the QR code. 
If you would like to give your offering by mail, please send it to the church office.  

 
AT THE OFFERTORY 

What Does the Lord Require of You? Lois M. Hopkins 

Meredith Piplani, soprano Jacob Plaisted, baritone 
 

What does the Lord require of you? 
The Lord has shown you what is good: 
To act justly, to love mercy, 
To walk humbly with your God. 

                       ~Micah 6:8 

stand, as able 
DOXOLOGY 591      OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION   Written by Phil Adams  

One: Merciful God, we bring our offerings this morning thankful for the grace which redeems us time  
 and again. Whether we are poor, mourning, meek, hungry, victims of injustice, or reviled, we are at  
 one with both humanity and Christ, and as such called blessed. We ask that you consecrate these  
 offerings and their use by this congregation and pray that they may be found pleasing in your eyes. 

Help us always to walk humbly amongst our neighbors, seeking justice for those unable to  
 advocate for themselves, and loving each other according to Jesus’ example, in whose name we  
 pray. Amen. 
 

remain standing for 
HYMN OF SENDING 413 

All Who Love and Serve Your City   CHARLESTOWN 

 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL AMEN 
 
POSTLUDE  

Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne in C 
 

Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
  

It is the custom of this congregation to remain in the sanctuary for the postlude. Those wishing to exit may do so. 
Grace and joy to all who have joined us in worship! Please join us for fellowship in Reid Chapel. 

 
 
 
 
 



GUEST PREACHER: REV. RHONDA COOPER 
Rev. Rhonda Cooper has been the Chaplain of the Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital since 2005 and is an ordained United Methodist clergy person.  She graduated with a bachelor of arts degree 
from Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois, and holds a master of divinity degree from Fuller Theological Seminary 
in Pasadena, California. She served as a pastor for 15 years before becoming a hospital chaplain and is a Board 
Certified Chaplain through the Association of Professional Chaplains. 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
Rev. Rhonda Cooper, guest preacher 

Jason Kissel, Minister of Music & Arts/Organist 
Michael Johnson and Dave Pierson, ushers 

Lorren Hayman, liturgist  
 

THE SANCTUARY CHOIR 
Clarence Baney 

Anne Culbertson 
Jake Elfner 

Zhenya Gnezdilova 
Jim Harvey 

Lorren Hayman 
Don Juedes 

Kirk McAuliffe 
John McLucas 

Alex Mendelsohn 

Laura Oldham 
Meredith Piplani 

Jacob Plaisted 
Lauren Redditt 
Daveen Rim 

Ben Riniker 
Steve Roach 
Doug Savin 

Marianne Shick 
Jan Trammell-Savin 

Betty Schroll 
Sandra Smith 
Randy Veale 
Rachel Walsh 

 
FIRST & FRANKLIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH LEADERSHIP  

Jason Kissel, DMA, Minister of Music & Arts/Organist  
George Meagher, Sexton 

Deborah McCrimmon, Director of Christian Arts & Education 

Anna Pollitt, Office Administrator 
Aaron Houston, Audio Engineer 

 
SESSION  DEACONS 

CLASS OF 2022 CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2022 CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 
Sarah Lloyd 

Dave Pierson 
Marianne Shick 

Joan Gordon 
Becca Hollaway 
John McLucas 

Paul Fowler 
Alex Mendelsohn 

Allie Pyan 
 

Nusrat David 
Muddassar Iqbal 

 

Marla Holt 
Randolph Veale 

Anne Culbertson 
Michael Johnson 

CALENDAR 
Current as of January 26 

2/5 Sun Guest Preacher: Rev. Dottie LaPenta 10:30am 
2/5  Sun  Annual Congregational Meeting   11:30am 
2/7 Tue Egenton~Roberts Board Meeting 7:00pm 
2/7 Tue Peacemaking Committee  7:00pm 
2/8 Wed Membership Committee  7:00pm 
2/10 Fri Al-Anon    12:00pm 
2/12 Sun Guest Preacher: Rev. Rhonda Cooper 10:30am 
 
 
Today’s Fellowship refreshments are provided by Becca Hollaway.  
 
 
 



 
 
 

ART UNDER THE SPIRE 
 
The oil paintings by Baltimore artist William Brown, currently hanging in Reid Chapel, are somber reminders 
of the terrible toll taken by gun violence in the City of Baltimore. Here are portraits of victims whose lives were 
ended by gunfire. These once vibrant lives filled with hope for the future were cruelly destroyed. We mourn 
the loss of these and many other lives as the violence continues. 
 
These portraits were installed in the sanctuary for a concert in response to gun violence in the City of Baltimore, 
sung by the First & Franklin Sanctuary Choir on March 24, 2019. The paintings have now been rehung in Reid 
Chapel as part of First & Franklin’s recommitment to its Purple Ribbon Ministry. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


