
  
2ND  SUNDAY IN LENT  

February 28, 2021 
 

 

MEDITATION 

We do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling them how wrong they 
are, but by showing them a light that is so lovely that they want with all their hearts to know the source of 
it.                                        Madeleine L’Engle 

                                                                                                                                                                
PRELUDE  

Choral dorien                                             Jehan Alain 

                                    (1911-1940)  

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                  Jack Hodges, liturgist            

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:    And also with you. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP GOD                                Jack Hodges, liturgist 
We gather in this season of Lent with a reverent sense of God’s presence.  

Let us be awakened to God’s holiness, 

That we might infuse the daily things of life with love., 

With open hearts and minds to God’s wisdom and will.  

Come, let us worship!  

 

Hymn singing is vital to our community life.  Although distanced from one another, we can be united through song.            

Join in singing the hymns with the recorded voices of our Choir and organ. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                                   Jack Hodges, liturgist                                                                                           

God of all times and places, you are full of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, and rich in 

mercy.  In these wintery days that remind us just how long these past months of isolation and 

pandemic have been,  take our weakness and grant us strength, take our weariness and grant us 

energy, take our confusion and grant us guidance for it is in you that we live and hope and have our 

being. Amen!  

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 488 

 The God of Abraham Praise                                                  LEONI 

 
 

 

 



CONFESSION                Rev. Dorothy LaPenta 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you and one another by what we have done, 

but especially by what we are leaving undone.  There is a brokenness in us that reflects the 

brokenness of the world. It is deep and broad.  Forgive us for thinking that we are our only 

resource for strength. Forgive us for being so casual about our relationship with you. In your mercy 

and healing grace, restore and empower us to walk in the way of Christ.  In your mercy and healing 

grace reform our paths towards life and justice for our neighbor and the earth. In your mercy and 

healing grace make peace a reality in our communities and in our lives. Amen.  

 
REFLECTING ON OUR CONFESSION (sing twice in contemplation)                                         

Take, O Take Me as I Am                                                                                       Iona Community 

 
 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS                                                     Rev. Dorothy LaPenta  

God’s mercy and healing grace are sure for each and for all. Dear Friends, hear the good news of 

the Gospel; in Jesus Christ we are forgiven and restored. We are set on the paths of  love, justice 

and peace.  Live as forgiven people, free to forgive one another. Thanks be to God.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSE TO OUR FORGIVENESS (sing twice with joy)                                                       

In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful                                                                           Taizé Community 

 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                                                                            Jack Hodges, liturgist  

Prepare our hearts, O God. Your Word is a lamp unto our feet and light unto our path. By the 

power of the Holy Spirit, give us grace to receive your truth in faith that we might hear what you 

would have us hear this day.  Amen. 

 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                                  Psalm 22:23-31 

                    Jack Hodges, liturgist 
You who fear the LORD, praise him! 

    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 

    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 

For he did not despise or abhor 

    the affliction of the afflicted; 

he did not hide his face from me,  

    but heard when I cried to him. 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 



The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

    those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 

    May your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember 

    and turn to the LORD; 

and all the families of the nations 

    shall worship before him.  

For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

    and he rules over the nations. 

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

    and I shall live for him.  

Posterity will serve him; 

    future generations will be told about the Lord, 

and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

    saying that he has done it. 

 
 
ANTHEM 

 O For a Closer Walk with God                               Charles Villiers Stanford 

                                               (1852-1924) 

 

Recorded by a quartet from the Sanctuary Choir of First & Franklin Presbyterian Church. 

 

O for a closer walk with God, 

A calm and heav’nly frame; 

A light to shine upon the road 

That leads me to the Lamb! 

 

Return, O holy Dove, return! 

Sweet messenger of rest; 

I hate the sins that made thee mourn, 

And drove thee from my breast. 

 

So shall my walk be close with God, 

Calm and serene my frame; 

So purer light shall mark the road 

That leads me to the Lamb. 

                                    

 
 
 
 



SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                                                  Mark 8:31-38 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 

the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all 

this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his 

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 

divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,[a] will save 

it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they 

give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words[b] in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 

Father with the holy angels.” 

SERMON                                             How Do We Do This?                        Rev. Dorothy LaPenta, preacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A31-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24532a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A31-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24535b


HYMN OF RESPONSE 393 

 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said                                                      BOURBON 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Please use the chat forum to enter your prayers and we will share those as a part of our communal worship. 

  

O God, in your mercy. 

        Hear our prayers. 

 

PURPLE RIBBON LIST 

02/21/2021 Melvin Hairston 33 Male Black 

02/18/2021 Justin Bucalo 40 Male White 

02/23/2021 Stephanie Chandler 57 Female Black 

 

Each ribbon represents a life lost to homicide in Baltimore City. We name them each week and hang a purple ribbon on 

the outside of Park Ave. to remind us to pray for the perpetrators of these acts of violence, and to remind us of our 

calling to challenge the systemic injustices of our time. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day  

our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not  

into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom  

and the power,  
and the glory,  
forever.  Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY                                                                               Jack Hodges, liturgist 

 See invitation to give in the Chat Box on Zoom and Facebook Live. 

 

If you wish to give via Paypal, you will need to open a new tab on your browser.  

If you need assistance please request help from either of our E-Ushers: 

Allie Pyan alexandra.pyan@gmail.com or Sabrina Schlosser Schumann ssschuma@gmail.com 

  

If you would like to give your offering by mail, please send to the church office at First & Franklin Presbyterian 

Church, 210 West Madison Street, Baltimore MD 21201. Offerings will be processed weekly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AT THE OFFERTORY 

What Shall I Render Thee, O God?                                    American Folk Hymn 

                                   arr. Austin Lovelace 

 

Sung and recorded during a previous service of worship by the  
Sanctuary Choir of First & Franklin Presbyterian Church. 

 

What shall I render thee my God for all thy mercies store?  

I’ll take the gifts thou hath bestowed and humbly ask for more.  

The sacred cup of saving grace I will with thanks receive,  

and all thy promises embrace and to thy glory live.  

 

My vows I will to God’s great name before God’s people pay,  

and all I have, and all I am, upon God’s altar lay.  

Thy lawful servant, Lord, I owe thee whatever is mine.  

Born in thy family below, and by redemption, thine. 

 

Thy hands created me, thy hands from sin have set me free.  

The mercy that hath loosed my bands hath bound me fast to thee. 

Praise God, ye saints, the God of love who hath 

thy sins forgiven, ’till gathered to the church above,  

we sing the songs of heaven.  

          
DOXOLOGY 591                                             OLD HUNDREDTH  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                    Jack Hodges, liturgist     

O God, receive these gifts as a sign that our lives are committed to your work in this world. May 
these gifts encourage flourishing for all your children and the whole creation. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN 371 

 Lift High the Cross                                               CRUCIFER 

 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE 

Choral Song                                              Samuel Sebastian Wesley 



ONLINE FELLOWSHIP 

We invite you to join us in our small breakout groups to visit after the service. Just stay on the 

Zoom call and you will be added to a group. This is a great way to welcome and meet new people, 

reconnect with friends and chat about whatever is on your mind! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 3, 2021 $  4079.00 

February 16, 2021 $  3766.00 

February 22, 2021 $  8785.00 

February PayPal $  1889.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 

Rev. Dorothy LaPenta, preacher 

Jack Hodges, liturgist  

Jason Kissel, organist 

 

Quartet 

Meredith Piplani, soprano ~ Nick Dogas, alto 

Don Juedes, tenor ~ John McLucas, baritone 

 

The Sanctuary Choir of First &  
Franklin Presbyterian Church, anthem recording 

 

~~~ 
STAFF 

Jason Kissel, DMA, Minister of Music & Organist 

Taylor Brooks, tech support  

George Meagher, Sexton 

Wanda Morgan, Office Administrator/Wedding Coordinator 

 

 

The church office is open 8am-4pm Monday-Friday 

Office: 410-728-5545 Fax: 410-728-0722 

information@firstfranklin.org 

firstfranklin.org 

 
 

 
 



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

 

Because of the recent upsurge in COVID cases, and in order to provide a consistent schedule, 

Session has decided to suspend worship in the sanctuary for the end of February.  Virtual worship 

will continue using the Zoom and Facebook platforms.  While we regret this step back from in-

person worship, we believe it is necessary to protect the health of our guest preachers, others 

facilitating worship, and worshippers. Session will review this decision by the end of February. 

 

REV. DOROTHY LaPENTA, GUEST PREACHER  
The Reverend Dorothy LaPenta (Dottie) is a retired minister member of Baltimore Presbytery. She 

currently serves as the parish associate at the Prince of Peace Presbyterian Church in Crofton, MD. Prior 

to retirement, Dottie served as pastor of Hope Presbyterian Church in Mitchellville, MD in National 

Capital Presbytery. Prior to going to seminary and graduating in 2002, Dottie was a women’s health and 

pediatric nurse for twenty-three years. During seminary she served as an intern at First and Franklin Street 

Presbyterian Church. She is always happy for the opportunity to return to First and Franklin. Dottie and 

her husband, Mike, who is a palliative care/hospice physician live in Odenton MD. They have three 

daughters and four grandchildren and if asked is always happy to talk endlessly about them. Dottie loves 

music, reading, taking walks and spending time with creative people. 
 

SESSION UPDATE - REVIVING OUR COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 

Well-functioning committees are important to the life of a church. In First and Franklin’s case, it is 

unrealistic to expect that one pastor can effectively design and lead worship, deliver pastoral care, supervise 

staff, create and develop programs, and tend to all of the duties associated with a campus comprising four 

old buildings. This can be overwhelming, and it seems clear that this was partly the cause for Rob’s 

departure. 

 

The ability to assign work to a committee and trust that it will get done lessens the workload and stress for 

the minister and staff. Having a group of folks dedicated to serving each committee lessens the load carried 

by any one individual and helps to prevent volunteer burnout. 

 

Unfortunately, our history of committee work is mixed at best. Several committees have a strong history of 

self-starting and continuity. Others have tended to consist of only the elder assigned to the committee. The 

problems have been exacerbated by a common culture of thinking “it’ll be easier just to do it myself.” This 

leads to frustration, burnout, and work just not getting done. It is important to realize that the lack of 

participation could be just as threatening to our survival as are our current financial constraints. 

 

Session has looked at the situation and made some changes to the existing committee structure - reducing 

the number slightly and assigning at least two sitting elders to each committee. The hope is that having two 

or three elders on each committee will lessen workloads, increase accountability, and make it easier to 

recruit additional committee members from the congregation.  

 

In the next several weeks you will hear more about the new committee structure, and you will be asked to 

consider how you can help. Rather than asking for a long-term commitment, we will ask you to commit to 



helping one committee complete one specific, short-term project. We will see how that works and make 

changes, as necessary, as we go forward. If we can do that, we may just find ourselves on the path to a 

healthy and productive sharing of the work of the church.   

 

FIVE FINGER PRAYER 

How many of you learned the Five Finger Prayer guide as a kid? Did you know you can submit Prayer 

Requests to us from our website 24/7? Click this link to go right to the page. These prayers will be added 

to our weekly prayer list. We welcome your submissions. Contact Form/Prayer Requests - First & 

Franklin 

 

IN NEED OF PASTORAL ASSISTANCE? 

With our current Pastor vacancy, if you need pastoral assistance, please call the church office (410) 728-

5545 (Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm) and we will direct your concern to an Associate Pastor for follow up. 

 

LITURGISTS NEEDED! 

We will be transitioning back to the use of lay liturgists for Sunday Worship. Liturgists can serve virtually 

via Zoom as long as they have a stable internet connection.  

Open Dates: April 11, 18, 25. 

Please contact the church office if you are willing to serve. Thank you for considering it. 

 

THEOLOGY ON TAP | THEOLOGY ON TAP | March 4, 2021 | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Join us for a study through Peter Enn's book, "How the Bible Actually Works". 

 

"Controversial evangelical Bible scholar, popular blogger and podcast host of The Bible for Normal 

People, and author of The Bible Tells Me So and The Sin of Certainty explains that the Bible is not an 

instruction manual or rule book but a powerful learning tool that nurtures our spiritual growth by refusing 

to provide us with easy answers but instead forces us to acquire wisdom." 

If you are interested in joining this study, please email Sarah Lloyd (saramcgawlloyd17@gmail.com) and let 

her know that you're interested. The book is available for purchase on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and your 

local bookstores. If affording the book will be a hurdle, please let us know so we can arrange to help you. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89721303699?pwd=UDhCNURFODRUc3R0UGUySXZ4a2s2dz09 

 

Meeting ID: 897 2130 3699 

Passcode: 219616 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,89721303699# US (Washington DC) 

+16465588656,,89721303699# US (New York) 

 

Dial by your location 

    +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

https://www.firstfranklin.org/about-us/contact-form-prayer-requests/
https://www.firstfranklin.org/about-us/contact-form-prayer-requests/
mailto:saramcgawlloyd17@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89721303699?pwd=UDhCNURFODRUc3R0UGUySXZ4a2s2dz09


    +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

    +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

    +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

    +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

    +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

Meeting ID: 897 2130 3699 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbQ2mZgTb2 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR OFFERINGS 

As we all recognize real concerns for our friends who will experience hardships through this disruption in 

regular routines, so too, we need to be mindful that your weekly contributions are critical to helping us 

maintain the financial obligations of the church. Payroll, mortgages, electricity and the rest are needs we 

must continue to cover, and your continued support of your pledges will be even more important while we 

are tele-worshiping. In addition to accepting your pledges by mail to the church office, we have recently 

added a PayPal link to the top of our new website which will allow us to process donations with this link: 

GIVE. Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

  

CUBA UPDATE 

In spite of the pandemic, our sister church in Cuba and we have been able to continue sharing  news, 

greetings, and prayer requests through emails, Baltimore Presbytery connections,  meetings with other U.S. 

partner churches of Taguasco Presbyterian Church, and two live  Facebook Messenger visits. The town of 

Taguasco and the province of Santi Spiritus have had  several cases of COVID. The government reacts 

quickly and church services and small  gatherings are prohibited whenever there is a chance of any spread.   

Taguasco Presbyterian Church has been shuttered and reopened for small gatherings several  times this 

year. Their feeding and laundry programs for the seniors have also been closed, but  our small band of 

faithful friends have found ways to continue their care for those who are in  need. In the past, lunches and 

informational programs were offered at the church several days  a week, with food delivery for those who 

could not travel. But now there is not enough food  and rationing is in effect. People are lining up at the 

markets daily hoping to find food. Our  sisters and brothers somehow gather enough food to cook and 

deliver hot lunches for the  seniors. Walking to deliver so many lunches was overwhelming, so they have 

invested in a  moped to transport the food.   

Read more: https://www.firstfranklin.org/cuba-update/ 

 
FOOD PANTRY AT FIRST & FRANKLIN 

Another 23 bags were handed out last week. We want to make sure people understand that they do not 

have to give large amounts. Buying an extra box of pasta or donating $10 if that is what works for you is 

impactful and welcome. 

  

If you have the resources to do so, please consider donating non-perishables (see list below) or 

financial contributions. Please also consider joining us on Saturdays from about 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

  

https://www.firstfranklin.org/get-involved/giving-stewardship/
https://www.firstfranklin.org/cuba-update/


We continue to staff a food pantry in Reid Chapel every Saturday from 12:00- 2:00 p.m. There is a growing 

flow of neighbors with whom we are building relationships. We have built connections with residents at 

Westminster House for whom we drop off additional bags of food for those who cannot make the walk to 

Reid Chapel.  

 

In each grocery bag we pack food for breakfast, jelly and peanut butter (a good source of protein) for lunch, 

the makings for a balanced dinner such as beans and rice, pasta and sauce, canned meat, soup, vegetables, 

and fruit, and a paper goods. We like to add a little fun food, such as popcorn or cookies, for everyone enjoys 

a treat. 

  

Contributions of shelf stable foods can be brought to Reid Chapel every Saturday between 12 noon and 2:00 

p.m. If shopping is difficult for you, monetary donations earmarked food pantry may be sent to the church 

and we will shop for you. 

 

We are currently low on: canned meats, pasta, soup, powdered milk, rice, pasta sauce, peanut butter, jelly, 

and paper towels 

 

Here is the list of foods we try to provide: 

Apple sauce, canned fruit and dried fruit 

Rice and beans 

Peanut butter and jelly 

Cereal or oatmeal and canned or powdered milk 

Tuna fish and other canned meats 

Spaghetti or pasta and tomato sauce  

Soup, Canned vegetables 

Popcorn and cookies 

Paper towels, Toilet paper 

How else can you help? We need volunteers to help collect and distribute food every Saturday. Sabrina 

Schumann is coordinating the volunteers. You may reach her by email at ssschuma@gmail.com or phone 

240-481-6929. You can also help by spreading the word to those you know who are facing food insecurity. 

 

Thank you,  

The Peacemaking Committee 

 

THE SPIRE SERIES 

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS CONCERT -- The Spire Series Committee is pleased to share the 

YouTube link to the 2020 Virtual Candlelight Christmas Concert. This final version includes details that 

were unavailable during our initial broadcast, including subtitles, enhanced imagery and closing credits. 

 

We hope that having access to the beautiful music and scenery of the Christmas season at First & Franklin 

will brighten your days ahead. Please share this link with friends & family, too. 

https://youtu.be/nwbooAwK9Ug 

 

mailto:ssschuma@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/nwbooAwK9Ug


MORNING PRAYER | 7:00am 

Please join us online:  Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

Zoom Event Click: MORNING PRAYER 

 

DID YOU MISS A SUNDAY? 

Or did you want to re-visit a particular sermon from our congregational life? 

Please visit: Sermons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.firstfranklin.org/morning-prayer/
https://www.firstfranklin.org/category/sermons/


Prayers from 2/21/2021 

Prayers of joy for Laurel Oldach’s engagement to Warren Weber. 

 

Prayers for Jerry who is desperate and lost. [Mike] 

 

Prayers for the family of Sacha Taylor who lost her life. [Beth] 

 

Prayers for our brothers & sisters in Cuba. [Betty] 

 

Prayers for Becca’s brother in Texas who has Covid. 

 

Prayers for our families in the Dakotas as tey deal with Covid. [Marla] 

 

Prayers for my friend Waltyn who is facing health challengers. [JYoung] 

 

Ongoing prayers for Jamie Raskin as they mourn their son, Tommy. [John] 

 

Prayers for the folks in Texas who have been impacted by the storm, icy weather and frigid temps. [Sonce] 

 

Prayers for the Mt. Vernon Community and those working the food pantry where we gave away 23 bags on 

Saturday to those in need. [Randy] 

 

For all in our church community who are unable to join us each week – may we all reach out to those we do 

not see each week. [Beth] 

 

Prayers of thanks for our entire staff – Wanda, George, Taylor, Jason, Deborah and all our volunteers who 

help to keep the church moving forward. [Beth] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers from 2/14/2021 

Prayers for Wanda Morgan, our Church Manager, who is recovering from a medical event last week. We are 

grateful to her for all she does for this church community. 

 

Prayers for my friend Gui who is battling depression. [John] 

 

Prayers for healing and understanding among the different factions in our country. [Betty] 

 

Prayers for our country as we move forward. [Jack] 

 

For all in our community who are suffering from loneliness. Who do you sit near in church – and are they 

joining us each week? If not, let’s reach out with a phone call. 

 

For the family of Sacha Taylor, who died this week after a medical emergency. Mother to three young 

children. She was able to be a donor and her corneas, kidneys, heart and liver will all be a blessing to those 

in need. [Beth & Laura] 

 

Prayers for Randy after a fall on the ice last week. 

 

Prayers to the Mt. Vernon community. And for the folks in our Food Pantry who helped give away 18 bags 

of groceries this week to those in need. [Randy] 

 

Prayers for the family of Janet Henderson, on Baltimore Dakota Steering Committee, who died of Covid. 

[Marla] 

 

Prayers for our brothers & sisters in Cuba. [Betty] 

 

Prayers for Laura’s 48 year old brother, John, who has been diagnosed with prostate cancer. 

 

Grateful for a pertinent, powerful and inspiring sermon, Rev. Hollaway! [Chris, Jason, Susan, Bob & Martha] 

 

For all in our church community who are unable to join us each week – may we all reach out to those we do 

not see each week. [Beth] 

 

Prayers of thanks for our entire staff – Wanda, George, Taylor, Jason, Deborah and all our volunteers who 

help to keep the church moving forward. [Beth] 

 

 


