
TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

27  OCTOBER 2019 
10:30 A.M. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

service 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 “My life is based on pain, passion, and purpose” 

 
Elijah Cummings 

Son of Sharecroppers 

United States Congressman 

January 18, 1951 to October 17, 2019 

 



 2 

Helpful Information for 
Visitors and Guests 

We are grateful for your presence and invite you to 
participate in the worship, study, fellowship, and service of this congregation. 

 
 
Welcome Cards — Please fill out a Welcome Card so that we can say “thank you” for 
joining us in worship.  Place your completed card in the offering plate. 
 
Nursery Care is available for infants through six years old (or at the guardian’s discretion) 
during worship. Children are welcome in worship as well. Our nursery care is on the second 
floor of Backus House. Backus House is to the immediate right, as you exit the sanctuary 
onto Madison Street.  Please use the courtyard door to drop off and collect your children as 
the Madison Street door of Backus House will be locked. 
 
Adult Forum Join us at 9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. in Backus House for a rich exploration of 
biblical and theological texts led by our pastor. 
 
Multiage Education At 9:15 a.m., we offer a multiage children’s program on the second 
floor of Backus House for children ranging from 6 to 12 years old. Nursery for younger 
children is also available at the same time.  During the worship hour, Backus House is 
accessible through the courtyard. The Madison Avenue entrance will be locked. Please use 
the courtyard door to drop off and collect your children. Thank you. 
 
Youth Choir — Rehearsal is each Sunday from 12:00 p.m. – 12:40 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
Contact Nick Dogas at NDogas@firstfranklin.org.  
 
Sanctuary Choir If you love to sing, you are invited to participate in this important ministry 
at First & Franklin. The Sanctuary Choir sings September through May, and rehearses each 
Thursday from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Please contact Jason Kissel at jkissel@firstfranklin.org.  
 
Prayer Request Cards — You are invited to write on a Prayer Request Card the name of 
those who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer. You may also use the card to express 
your gratitude.  Prayer Request Cards are located in the pew racks. Following the sermon, 
there will be a moment for prayerful reflection.  Please walk your prayers to the front of the 
church and place in the wicker baskets.  If you prefer, simply raise your hand and an usher 
will walk it to the front of the church for you. The pastor will share your prayers as part of 
our worship service.  
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Restrooms — a ground level restroom is located on the right side of the narthex, as you 
enter the church.  Restrooms are also located on the second floor of Reid Chapel near the 
choir room. 
 
Parking — in addition to street parking on Sunday morning, you may choose to park in the 
church’s parking lot off of Howard Street.  Drive past the church at 210 West Madison to 
Howard; turn right onto Howard and make the immediate second right into the parking lot.  
Parking is available in the church parking lot until 2:00 p.m. on Sundays. 
 
Time of Fellowship — please join us immediately after service for a time of fellowship and 
light refreshments in Reid Chapel, accessed through the wooden doors to the left and right 
of the pulpit. Please help us keep the Sanctuary clean by eating and drinking in Reid Chapel. 
 
First & Franklin Campus Security — We want to ensure the safety and security of our 
gatherings as a community. The Baltimore Police Department has issued guidance to houses 
of worship giving us wide latitude to call 911 in the event of a concern. Day to day, George 
Meagher, our Sexton, provides security for the campus and during church services. 
Nevertheless, we depend on everyone being attuned to concerns. If you see something, say 
something. Please report concerns to Church Sexton George Meagher (443 257 3402) and or 
an officer of the church (ushers, liturgists, pastor).  
 
 

First & Franklin Presbyterian Church, 210 West Madison Street, Baltimore, MD 21201  
410-728-5545 | www.firstfranklin.org | Like us on Facebook 
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THE PEOPLE GATHER 
Welcome to First & Franklin Presbyterian Church. 

If you are a guest or visitor this morning, our ushers are available to assist you.   
Please consider joining us for fellowship following worship this morning. 

 
PRELUDE  

Méditation from Thaïs                                       Jules Massenet                           
                                                                                                                (1842-1912)  

Jacques-Pierre Milan, cello 

Give Me Jesus            Afro-American Spiritual 
            arr. Moses George Hogan 

                                   (1957-2003) 
 

Savannah McElhaney, soprano 
 

In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus. 
You may have all this world, give me Jesus. 

 
Dark midnight was my cry, give me Jesus. 
You may have all this world, give me Jesus. 

 
Oh, when I come to die, give me Jesus. 
You may have all this world, give me Jesus. 

 
GREETING 

One: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

The Lord is our eternal dwelling place; 
 
From age to age, the Lord is our God. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                  
 
GATHERING HYMN 371 

Lift High the Cross                        CRUCIFER 
 

please be seated for 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
A LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE                                                      
       Adapted from Michele Norris, “So You Want to Talk About Lynching?”  

  in the Washington Post   (23 October 2019) 
 
 O God, we confess that we know too little about lynching. 
  

A lynching involved a man or a woman, or sometimes a child, dragged from their 
homes, hauled out like lambs to be slaughtered. 
 
O God, we confess that we know too little about lynching. 
  
A lynching also involved a man (almost always a man) who had a rope or a rope that 
was ready with a noose. It had to be a coarse, heavy, corded rope. 
  
O God, we confess that we know too little about lynching. 
  
A lynching was an impulsive act, but the actual lynching itself took technique, skill; 
someone had to know how to find the tree suited to the work, a branch strong 
enough, high enough, to do the work. 
  
O God, we confess that we know too little about lynching. 
  
It took a lot of people to hold a lynching. Good people. People who taught Sunday 
School. People who looked the other way. Dedicated people. Nice people. 
  
O God, we confess that we know too little about lynching. 
  
According to the NAACP, 4,743 people were lynched in the United States from 1882 
to 1968. 3,446 were black. 
 
Continued on next page 
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O God, we confess that we know too little about lynching. 
  
No matter what, gravity always won. 
  
O God, we confess that we know too little about lynching. 
 
Forgive us, O God, but not too quickly. 
Forgive us, O God, but not too cheaply. 
Forgive us, O God. 

  
SILENT PRAYER 

We will observe a moment of silence for personal confession of sin and our need of God’s forgiveness. 
 
KYRIE sung three times 

1. Kyrie eleison . . . 
2. Christe eleison . . . 
3. Kyrie eleison . . .     

 

 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
One:   The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 

that Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners. 
 
He himself bore our sins 
in his body on the cross, 
that we might be dead to sin, 
and alive to all that is good. 

 
Continued on next page 
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I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, 
we are forgiven.  

 
  All:    Thanks be to God. 

 
EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

One:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
 

 All:   And also with you 
 
please remain standing for 
RESPONSE OF PRAISE 430 stanza 1                                       DARWALL’S 148TH 

 
Come sing, O church, in joy! 

 Come join, O church, in song! 
 For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long! 
 In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now 
 And praise the Lord! 
 
Children ages infant to 5 years may leave to go to the nursery. Older children may go to the nursery at the 
discretion of their parents/guardians.  An usher is available to assist you. 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Loving God, fountain of every blessing, 
open to us your life-giving word, 
and fill us with your Holy Spirit 
so that living water may flow through our hearts — 
a spring of hope for a thirsty world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING  

Joel 2:23-32                Page 848 
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ANTHEM 
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms                                arr. Eric Nelson   

                   (b. 1959) 
Jeremy Earnest, piano 

Jacques-Pierre Milan, cello 
Jan Trammell-Savin, flute 

 
 What a fellowship, what a joy divine,  

leaning on the everlasting arms;  
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,  
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

   
Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,  
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,  
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

      
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come.  
What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.      

           Anthony J. Showalter 
                   Elisha Hoffman 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                      
Luke 18:9-14                                                                                        Page 81 

 
One: This is the word of faith that we proclaim. 

 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON                                     Can’t Apologize                                            Rev. Rob Hoch 
    
Following the sermon, we will observe a few moments of silence for prayerful reflection. You are invited during 
this time to write out your prayers of joy and concern for the Prayers of the People. Please walk these prayers 
to the Lord’s Table and place them in one of the baskets during this period.  If you would prefer to remain 
seated, please signal one of our ushers by raising your hand and an usher will bring your prayer to the Lord’s 
Table. 
 
HYMN OF RESPONSE  

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (see page 12)                              NETTLETON 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
           
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
 
After each prayer of intercession:  
L: God of grace, 
P: hear our prayer. 

After prayers thanksgiving:  
L:  Let all God’s people say, 
P:  to God be the glory

 
PURPLE RIBBON LIST     

10/14/2019 John Quick 35 Male Unknown 
10/17/2019 Demetrious Tanner 32 Male Unknown 
10/17/2019 Frank Payne 23 Male Unknown 
10/19/2019 Christian Brown 19 Male Unknown 
10/19/2019 Tiffani Davis 27 Female Unknown 
     
Each ribbon represents a life lost to homicide in Baltimore City. The candles signify our hope for 
peace and reconciliation. The lit candles serve a twofold purpose: first, to remind us to pray for the 
perpetrators of these acts of violence; and, second, to remind us of our calling to challenge the systemic 
injustices of our time. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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OFFERING OF LIFE AND SUBSTANCE 
 
AT THE OFFERTORY          

Fight the Good Fight                           John Gardner 
                                                                                                                  (1917-2011) 
 
Fight the good fight with all thy might! 
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right; 
Lay hold on life, and it shall be 
Thy joy and crown eternally. 
Run the straight race through God's good grace, 
Lift up thine eyes, and seek God’s face; 
Life with its way before us lies, 
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 
 
Cast care aside, lean on thy Guide; 
His boundless mercy will provide; 
Trust, and thy trusting soul shall prove 
Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 
Faint not nor fear, His arms are near, 
He changeth not, and thou art dear; 
Only believe, and thou shalt see 
That Christ is all in all to thee. 
 

 please stand for 
DOXOLOGY 591                                                                                                      OLD HUNDREDTH                               

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION        Phil Adams 

 
GO IN GOD’S NAME 

 
please remain standing for  
SENDING HYMN 563 

   Lift Every Voice and Sing                     LIFT EVERY VOICE 
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE 

Soon I Will Be Done (from Five Spirituals for Organ)      American Spiritual 
                arr. Calvin Taylor 
                   (b. 1948) 
 

Soon – a will be done – a 
with the troubles of the world. 
Goin’ home to live with God. 

 
 

It is the custom of this congregation to remain in the sanctuary for the postlude. 
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THE SANCTUARY CHOIR 
Sarah Buskirk Michael Johnson Meredith Piplani 
Mark Corser Donald Juedes Doug Savin 
Ken Davies Marcus Kim Betty Schroll 
Nicholas Dogas Michael Manganiello Marianne Shick 
Jeremy Earnest Savannah McElhaney Sandra Smith 
Jim Harvey John McLucas Jan Trammell-Savin 
Becca Hollaway Lisa McNulty Randy Veale 
Grace Hughes Laura Oldham Chris Wallace 
   

 
 

Jason Kissel, conductor | Paula Crews, librarian | Jim Harvey, librarian 
 

 
THE INTERGENERATIONAL CHOIR 

Nonso Anaedozie Gabriel Hoch Evan Piplani Smith 
Gwendoline Hoch Iris Hoch Meredith Piplani Smith 
Imogen Hoch Marianne Shick Tavian Shamar-Lee Stewart 
   

 
Nick Dogas, conductor 

 
 

 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Rev. Rob Hoch, Ph. D., Pastor 
Haswell Franklin, Liturgist 

Jason Kissel, DMA, Minister of Music & Organist 
The First & Franklin Sanctuary Choir 

Jacques-Pierre Milan, cello 
 

~~~ 
Nusrat David, Usher 

 
                            Pastor Rob's schedule runs from Tuesday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

    (not including Sunday). To meet with Rob, please set up an appointment. 
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STAFF 

Rev. Robert Hoch, Ph.D., Pastor 
Jason Kissel, DMA, Minister of Music & Organist 

Wanda Morgan, Office Manager/Wedding Coordinator 
Paula Crews, Office Assistant 

Nick Dogas, MM, Associate for Youth Music Ministry 
George Meagher, Sexton 

Taylor Brooks, Audio Engineer 
Deborah McCrimmon, Director of Christian Arts and Education 

LaShonda Edmonds and Jewel Caldwell, Nursery 
 
 
 

PARISH ASSOCIATES 
Rev. Susan Haugh 
Rev. Jack Hodges 

Rev. Jan Trammell-Savin, D.Min. 
 

SESSION 

Class of 2020 
Sarah Lloyd 
John Boyd 
Michael Johnson 
 

Moderator:  Rob Hoch 

Class of 2021 
Laurel Oldach 
Jim Schroll, Clerk of Session 
Scot Spencer 

Class of 2022 
Sonce Reese 
Allie Pyan  
Beth Seeley  

 
DEACONS 

        Muddassar Iqbal   Nusrat David Martha Armenti 

   Jeff Mace  Taylor Brooks  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for helping us to recycle this bulletin!  Please take it with you, or deposit it in 
one of the recycling bins located in Reid Chapel or the Narthex. 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 

ADULT FORUM: CrossCurrents 
The Adult Forum will meet around topics that "intersect" with our lives as people of faith. 
The link to the article for discussion was included in the Weekly Newsletter. We meet in  
Backus House, first floor, at 9:15 a.m. 
 
ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
First & Franklin will recognize All Saints’ Day on Sunday, November 3, 2019. During 
worship, we will remember our loved ones who have passed this year. If you would like your 
precious loved ones to be acknowledged, please send in their names to Wanda Morgan in 
the church office at information@firstfranklin.org.  The deadline for submittal is 
October 28, 2019. 
 
CONSECRATION SUNDAY 
As we prepare for Consecration Sunday on November 17th, the date we will prayerfully 
commit ourselves to giving in the new year, we ask that you consider sharing why you give 
of your wealth and talent to this faith community. We will be distributing forms for you to 
share your thoughts. 
  
If you would prefer to communicate by email, please send to Rob at 
rhoch@firstfranklin.org. We ask that you please answer the following questions: 
 
Of all the churches and organizations you could give to, why do you give to First & 
Franklin? What about its life gives you joy?  We plan to share your answers during worship. 
 
BROWN BAG SUPPLIES NEEDED 
We are in need of protein bars (10 grams of protein each or more) and packaged fruit to 
include in our brown bags.  Any contributions to help with this effort would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
PENNY COLLECTION 
The Synod of the Mid-Atlantic of which we are a part along with other Presbyteries is 
requesting that we collect enough pennies to cover a mile. There is a large jar in the Reid 
Chapel for collecting these pennies. We learned about it from a Presbyterian Women’s 
meeting held on Saturday, October 19th at the Howard County Historical Museum. A fun 
time was held by all. Thank you for your help with this project. 
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THE ARTS AT FIRST & FRANKLIN 
If you are interested in connecting with others who enjoy working in the arts ministry, kindly 
let us know! For information about The Spire Series, First & Franklin’s concert series, please 
contact Beth Seeley at bseeley1@verizon.net. To learn about Art Under the Spire, our visual 
art gallery, please contact Jean Trout at ggtia@comcast.net. 
 
THE SPIRE SERIES 2019-2020 SEASON 
We are wildly excited about our 10th Anniversary season of The Spire Series. Our beloved 
Candlelight Choral Concert in December (our 19th year) helps us ring in the start of the 
holiday season. In 2020, we will showcase a Double Choir with The Baltimore Choral Arts 
Chamber Singers and the First & Franklin Sanctuary Choir that is not to be missed! Always 
dedicated to supporting the performing artists in our local area, The Spire Series will welcome 
three of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s most extraordinary musicians joined by pianist 
Daniel Pesca for a sublime evening that will include Gabriel Faure’s Piano Quartet No. 2. 
Finally, to wrap up the season, we will host the 4th Annual Baltimore Piano Marathon in May, 
2020.  Patron Subscriptions and individual tickets are on sale now through our website! Be 
sure to click on our Event links on Facebook and share the news. 
 
ISRAEL/PALESTINE MISSION NETWORK OF THE PCUSA 
You’re Invited! 2019 Annual Meeting Israel/Palestine Mission Network of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA).  The meeting will begin on Thursday, November 7th at 4pm and conclude at 
noon on Saturday, November 9th. The meeting will be held here at the First & Franklin 
Presbyterian Church. The IPMN encourages congregations and presbytery mission 
committees, task groups and other entities, toward specific mission goals that will create 
currents of wider and deeper involvement with Israel and Palestine.  To find out more 
information and to register, please click on the link in the Weekly Newsletter.  
 
PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE GATHERING 
The next Gathering of the Presbytery of Baltimore will be November 16, 2019 from 9:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. It will be held at First Presbyterian Church of Annapolis. 
 
SCHEDULING CHURCH EVENTS 
If you are planning a church meeting or event that will take place in either Reid Chapel or 
Backus House, please make sure to notify Wanda in the church office so that she can check 
the calendar to make sure your date is available and to obtain the Event Setup Form.  Our 
Sexton, George, needs to prepare for your meeting/event.   
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CONGREGATION GIVING AND ATTENDANCE FOR SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER: 
September 29 67 $1,707.96 
October 6 79 $4,502.00 
October 13 82 $4,750.00 
October 20 68 $3,094.00 
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SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
Every week, we need volunteers to serve as ushers, liturgists and fellowship hosts.  Communion 
bread contributors are needed monthly on the first Sunday.  As you look down the list, you will see 
that we have plentiful opportunities and a number of vacancies.   You may also sign up by going to 
our website under the Get Involved heading at the top of the homepage. 
 
LITURGISTS 
Nov 3 Audrey Suhr 
Nov 10 Open 
Nov 17 Open 
    
USHERS (We need two ushers each week) 
Nov 3 1. Open               2. Open 
Nov 10 1. Open               2. Open 
Nov 17 1. Open               2. Open 
 
FELLOWSHIP REFRESHMENTS 
Nov 3 Open 
Nov 10 Open 
Nov 17 Open 
 
COMMUNION BREAD 
Nov 3 Mike Johnson 
Dec 1 Beth Seeley 
Jan 5 Open 
 
COMMUNION SERVERS 
We need two ordained members (e.g. teaching elders, ruling elders, or deacons; active or inactive) to 
serve communion on the first Sunday each month or during special occasions. 
Nov 3 1. Mike Johnson 2. Open 
Dec 1 1. Laurel Oldach 2. Mike Johnson 
Jan 5 1. Scot Spencer 2. Open 
 
FLOWERS 
Oct 27 Open 
Nov 3 John McLucas 
Nov 10 Sam Quizz & Jim Morgan 
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Upon submission, names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks.   
If you wish to extend,  please contact the office at information@firstfranklin.org.  

  Prayers of Thanksgiving    
Joy for the baptism of Onyeka’s son and for the new 
members class. Prayers for the continuing growth of our 
church.                                          John McLucas 
 

Thanks for the life and legacy of Rep. Elijah 
Cummings. 

Prayers of joy for Eliud Kipchoge who became the first 
person to run a sub-2 hour marathon. 

Thanksgiving for Genevieve Jules’ granddaughter born 
last week.                                        Chris Iosso, visitor 

Thanksgiving for the love and fellowship between the 
partner churches in Cuba and the U.S. 
 

Thanksgiving for Nkem’s baptism and for all the youth 
of First & Franklin.  Watching them all embrace Nkem 
was the best part of the ceremony. 
                                                 Onyeka Anaedozie 

Prayers of Intercession  

Prayers for Elijah Cummings’ family and his many 
constituents in need. 

Prayers for Sophie Faulkenberry – niece of Norvell 
Miller – recently diagnosed with an aggressive form of 
leukemia. 

 
Prayers for Helen Weems and family.  Her husband, Bob 
Provine, died last week.  

 
Prayers for Virginia Mereness, Betty Schroll’s mother, 
who underwent emergency surgery to repair a broken 
hip. 

 
Prayers for Syria – Kurds. Prayers for constitutional 
democracies throughout the world. 

 
All of us who mourn the death of Elijah Cummings – 
a great man.                                      Jean Trout 

 
The life of Elijah Cummings, a true lion of Baltimore. 
Prayers that those in leadership will continue his good 
work. 

 
Madge Franklin (prayers for healing and comfort) 

 
Prayers for Jim Schneider who is facing health concerns. 
 

Prayers of quick healing for Susie Lloyd who broke  
her foot a few weeks ago.                     Sarah Lloyd 
                                                          

Prayers for my mother who has early onset dementia. Prayers for the Reynolds family.  George Reynolds is in 
hospice.                     Dave & Connie Fischel 

Prayers for family and friends of Connie Gilroy who died 
the morning of September 26th.                    Paula Crews 
                                                         

Prayers for Anne Silbermann who is facing health 
concerns. 
 

Prayers for Ali and others hit by addiction and loneliness. Prayers for Susan and Meghan Zuhowski on the death 
of Susan’s brother and Meghan’s father.   
                                                      Marianne Shick 

 
Prayers for John Hafer who died this past June (my best 
friend growing up).                              Haswell  Franklin 

 
Prayers for my brother struggling with addiction.                            
                                                                  Amy                                    
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