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“GENEROUS AND FAR-SIGHTED” 
 

The quote comes from a sign alongside the 

Torrey C. Brown Rail Trail that runs 30 

miles or so North of Baltimore, part of 

Gunpowder Falls State Park. It is built on the 

trackbed of the former Northern Central 

Railway (NCR), and goes alongside the 

BeeTree Reservation and Cemetery, 263 

acres of woodland and wetlands owned by 

the Towson Presbyterian Church.  
 

How did that church come into possession of such a resource? 

According to the sign, a number of “generous and far-sighted” 

families (presumably Presbyterian) joined their properties together 

and gave the parcel to the church. In turn, the Church made 

arrangements for the holding to remain undeveloped—except for 

some gathering and camping spots, and a cemetery, distinctive for 

its flat markers, flush with the ground.  

 

In Lenten Vespers we will be looking at depth experiences in Jesus’ 

journey to Jerusalem. Lent is a time of self-examination, which 

often sparks repentance and deepens who we are. By consuming 

less, also, we sometimes try to enlarge our spiritual capacity. 

 

When I first read that sign, I joked, “that sounds a bit self-

congratulatory.” Forgive my misguided snark. That sign probably 

went up at least a generation after the gift of that land was made. 

They were both nature-lovers and God-lovers. It was a generous and 

far-sighted gift by these families, and I respect that church for 

keeping it in trust.  

 

All our church property is held in trust. We say, “our church,” but 

we all know it is God’s and that the denomination will receive it if 

we ever cease to be “generous and far-sighted” at the corner of 

Madison & Park. I believe, though, that we are on the G+F-S trail 

and moving steadily forward.  

 

As we turn our faces toward Lent, may each of us find the right path 

to shared places of beauty and restoration. I will be trying to give up 

some attitudes and habits, and for this interim period, I continue to 

ask your generosity and far-sightedness in our walking together. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Rev. Chris Iosso, Interim minister.  

FIRST & FRANKLIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

COMMUNITY 
 

March 2 
Ash Wednesday Service in Sanctuary 7:00 

pm 

 
Shorter Lenten Vespers will be held in the 

Chapel on Wednesdays at 6pm from March 

9th to April 13th (Lent) 

 
March 6 
“Temptations: Jesus’ and Ours” 
Psalm 91: 1-6, 9-16. Luke 4: 1-13 

 
March 13 
“Lament Over Jerusalem” 

Isaiah 2: 1-4. Luke 13: 31-35. 

 
March 19  
Liturgist Training 
 
March 20 
“Worship & Wholeness” 

Psalm 30: 1-12. Luke 13: 6-17. 

 
March 27 
“Prodigal Sons and Daughters”     

Joshua 24: 14-15, 19-28. 

Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32. 

 
Discussion after church 

“How I got religion at Johns Hopkins”  
 

Please see inside for more details. 
 
April 3 
Communion and Betrayal. 

Luke 9:51-62. Luke 22:14-23. 

 

 
NOTE: Every Wednesday we will have 
Lenten Vespers at 6:00pm in Reid Chapel 
 

 

MARCH  
CALENDAR 



ADULT EDUCATION OFFERINGS DURING LENT 
 
Beginning August 9, the Wednesday following Ash 

Wednesday, there will be a three-part Lenten series 

lasting through Holy Week. At 6:00 p.m. Lenten Vespers 

will be led by Chris and Jason as a brief service of 

worship in Reid Chapel. About 6:25 we will gather at 

tables for a light supper of soup and bread. From 6:45-

7:30 we will discuss themes from a recent book, The 
Church Cracked Open: Disruption, Decline, and New 
Hope for Beloved Community by Stephanie Spellars. The 

author argues that both the pandemic and the culture-

wide “racial reckoning” have disrupted the way we do 

church, especially in historically White denominations 

which were already in numerical decline. She sees this as 

an opportunity for healthy change and growth. 
 

 
 

The book discussion will be led by various members of 

the Education Committee (who will also be providing the 

soup and bread). It is NOT necessary to read the book to 

grasp the basic ideas and join the conversation about how 

they might affect First and Franklin, but you are 

encouraged to read it if you have time. Copies of the 

book will be available for purchase from the church for 

$12.  

 

A separate Lenten series will take place during the Adult 

Forum on Sunday mornings at 9:15. Beginning March 6, 

the first Sunday in Lent, Steve Hollaway will lead 

discussions about six great traditions of Christian 

spirituality, seeing how they have already shaped us 

individually and as a church, and thinking about how 

they might be a resource for us. The traditions are: 

 

1. The Contemplative Tradition 

2. The Holiness Tradition 

3. The Charismatic Tradition 

4. The Social Justice Tradition 

5. The Evangelical Tradition 

6. The Incarnational Tradition. 

 
 
 

UPCOMING LITURGISTS TRAINING 
 

Have you considered serving as liturgist in worship at First 

& Franklin?  Liturgists perform a very important role as lay 

leaders in our Protestant tradition, supporting the minister 

and representing the congregation in public prayer and 

Scripture reading.   Even if you have served already as 

liturgist, or if you want to explore whether this ministry is 

right for you, please sign up for a discussion and training 

session on Saturday, March 19, 10 am to noon, in the 

Sanctuary.  Rev. Rhonda Cooper, an ordained Methodist 

pastor and long-time friend of our church, will lead the 

session.   

 

Topics to be covered include: How do I use the 

microphone?  How loudly and how slowly should I read?  

How does my voice sound to others?  How do I stand, use 

my hands, pace my walk up the pulpit stairs?  How do I 

learn correct pronunciation of Biblical names?  How do I 

work with the preacher on the meaning of the prayers and 

Scripture passages I will read?  How should I practice at 

home and then prepare before the service? 

 

The church Session aims to have up to sixteen people 

trained as liturgists, with the idea that each would serve 

about once a quarter.  People who face challenges with 

mobility are very welcome to participate.     

Please contact John McLucas, Chair of the Worship, 

Music, & Arts Committee, at JCMcL1532@aol.com, and 

Tiarra Rush, Administrative Assistant, at 

trush@firstfranklin.org, to let us know if you will attend.     

 

 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE AND ST ANDREWS’ 
SOCIETY PIPE BAND 
 

We are delighted this year to welcome the St. Andrew’s 

Society Pipers to use space in Patrick Allison House as 

they prepare for playing in the St. Patrick’s Day parade, 

Sunday afternoon, March 13th. (St. Patrick’s Day is 

actually March 17). Over the years, many members of the 

church of Scottish and Northern Irish backgrounds have 

been members of the St. Andrew’s Society of Baltimore. It 

is a sign of warm relations that our Irish and Scottish 

American friends can celebrate together some of their 

common Celtic heritage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Ash Wednesday
March 2 | 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary

 
Gather with your church family as we begin our Lenten journey with this traditional
service that will include the imposition of ashes and music by an octet from the Sanctuary
Choir.

 
 

Lenten Vespers
Wednesdays beginning March 9 | 6:00 p.m. in Reid Memorial Chapel

 
A 25-minute service of scripture, silence, song, and meditation, Wednesdays from March
9 through April 13. Following the service, you are invited to a light supper and book study
from 6:30 until 7:30.  

 
Good Friday Service of Tenebrae

April 15 | 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary
 

“Tenebrae” is Latin for “darkness” and this service, with its medieval roots begins a
prolonged meditation on Christ’s suffering. The room changes from light to darkness as
scripture and unaccompanied singing takes us to the lone, burning Candle of Prophecy,
which then leads the procession on Easter morning.        

 
 

Easter Day Worship
April 17 | 10:10 a.m. in the sanctuary

 
The First & Franklin Handbell Choir and Sanctuary Choir will be joined by brass quartet,
timpani and organ in music celebrating the resurrection.  An extended Prelude begins at
10:10 a.m., and the full congregation will be invited to join in singing the Hallelujah
Chorus from Handel’s Messiah. Before service, at 9:00 a.m. there will be an Easter
Breakfast. 

 

Lent & Easter
First & Franklin Presbyterian Church 



THE SPIRE SERIES 

 

We are excited to open the church’s doors to the 

community for these events of Spring ’22! Please invite 

your friends to join in the fun! 

 

Piano Quartet 

March 12, 2022 | 7:30 p.m. – see flyer in this newsletter 

 

The 6th Annual Baltimore Piano Marathon 

Sunday, May 1, 2022 | 2:00 p.m. 

Six pianists will play, with a new artist taking the stage 

every thirty minutes. Live emcees Kati Harrison and 

Mark Malinowski from WBJC 91.5 FM will host. 

 

Baltimore School for the Arts 

May 26, 2022 | 7:00 p.m. 

The Annual Margaret Armstrong Honors Recital 

Selected music students of the Class of 2022 will 

perform. BSA is our close neighbor and one of the 

nation’s leading arts high schools. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW SIGN FOR PARKING LOT 
 

 
 

A replacement PMS -- Parking Management Systems 

sign has been put up on the knee wall in front of the 

church parking lot. It may be possible to mount that sign 

or a different one in a position more visible from the 

street. The thinking has not been to feature the church's 

name though most long time renters in the neighborhood 

know it is the church's lot, once called St Andrew's 

Parking.  
 
GET READY FOR A RUMMAGE SALE 
April 29th & 30th 
 
We need people to help paint some furniture and others to 

help with the sale. Please contact Becca Hollaway 

(rphollaway@gmail.com) about helping with furniture. 

Contact Bryce St.Clair (brycestclair@gmail.com) for 

helping on the days of the sale. If you have items you wish 

to donate, let Becca know. All monies collected will go to 

Save the Spire. 

 

UPDATED COVID PROTOCOLS 

 

In following Baltimore City guidelines, mask are now 

optional, but are longer required to be worn. Food and 

drinks are allowed for all gatherings on campus. 

 

We encourage everyone to receive their COVID 19 

Vaccine to do our part in keeping the community safe.  

 

 
  





DISCUSSION AFTER CHURCH MARCH 27 

 

“How I Got Religion at Johns Hopkins”  

This will be a short talk by the interim minister, Chris 

Iosso, an alumnus of the School of Arts & Sciences. The 

talk will be followed by a discussion of religious life, 

then and now, at our neighboring academic institutions. It 

is scheduled to coincide with the Alumni/ae Reunions 

that weekend at the Homewood campus and will be open 

to guest alums of that school, as well as all those 

interested in outreach to students and how students see 

that outreach. 

 

The conceit of the title is that Johns Hopkins University 

does not have a religion department. Rev. Iosso was then 

a pre-law student, but he will honor the professors in 

other disciplines who took religion seriously enough that 

their teaching helped him find his calling. JHU at that 

time also had an influential activist chaplain, Dr. Chester 

Wickwire, who at one point took Iosso to hear Black 

Liberation Theologian James Cone at Morgan State.  

 

[The JHU chaplaincy program at that time was affiliated 

with the YMCA and had a certain independence. While 

Johns Hopkins, the benefactor of the University, was a 

Quaker who did not want a religion department, he was a 

supporter of the YMCA and donated the building that is 

now the Indigo Hotel, across from the former Franklin 

Street Presbyterian Church.] 

 

If you are interested, please notify the office as plans are 

being developed for a light lunch to accompany the 

discussion, starting at noon. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARYLAND DAY-RELATED CEREMONY: 
Interfaith Dedication of the Liberty Tree WYE Oak 

Gavel - March19, 11:00AM. 
 

See: http://34.201.120.3/node/1574  
 
Maryland Day is March 25, marking the first European 

settlement in what became our state, in 1634. The Wye 

Oak was the largest white oak in the United States and 

was the state tree of Maryland from 1941—2002. The 

Maryland 400 referred to in the invitation below played a 

crucial role in saving the larger Continental Army during 

the Battle of Long Island, August 27, 1776. Almost the 

entire body was killed or captured after repeated charges 

against a larger British force, allowing Washington to 

evacuate the main body of troops to Manhattan. 

 

Because of the role of the first pastor of First 

Presbyterian Church, Patrick Allison, as chaplain to the 

Continental Congress and its army in the Southern states, 

the interim pastor has been asked to represent the church 

in the interfaith ceremony. He will quote from Dr. 

Allison’s own recall of the events of that heroic day, as 

reported at the time, and the relation of the Revolution to 

religious liberty. Allison and the Presbyterians of 

Baltimore were strongly pro-independence and opposed 

the establishment of the Episcopal Church as a state 

church. 

 

The invitation reads: 

 

The Officers of the Society of the Sons of the Revolution 

in the State of Maryland 

Cordially invite you to attend an 

 

Interfaith Dedication of the Liberty Tree Wye Oak 

Senate Gavel 

 

Maryland: Rooted in Liberty and Justice for All 
 

In Memory of George Washington's 

Old Line - The Maryland 400 

Saturday, the nineteenth of March 

eleven o'clock in the morning 

at 

The Baltimore Basilica 

409 Cathedral Street 

Baltimore, Maryland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PURPLE RIBBON MEMORIAL  
 

 

 

On February 13th, amid snow flurries after worship, 

about 25 members, friends, and neighbors listened to the 

reading of all 338 names, underlining the value of every 

person lost to gun violence in 2021. Volunteers Betty 

Schroll, Corena Bridges, David Sargent, John Francis, 

Mary Anagnost, and Alec MacGillis took down the 

ribbons and name lists while 12 members and friends 

read. After each month, the handbell choir played 

beautifully, under the scaffold awning in front of the 

church. Steve Hollaway read a Psalm. The handbell choir 

also led off the event with Amazing Grace-- clear and 

resonant as... bells.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

PURPLE RIBBON DAY POEM 
By: Rev. Steve Hollaway 
 
It’s like worship with The Wire 
playing on mute in the pulpit: 

a pink Flamboyant Gothic room full 

of people who want to love God and Baltimore 

reminding ourselves every Sunday how many 

were murdered. We make ourselves look: 

it’s bad at least since Freddie Gray, 

300 plus a year, six a week, 

whether caused by cops slacking off 

or gangs taking up the slack 

or the sheer angriness of every last body 

or the guns tucked in every nook, 

we don’t know but we name the dead 

in worship, a candle lit for every 

name, we even say the age out loud, 

and a purple ribbon draped from a table 

for each mortal, mostly young and black. 

 

The church folk at First and Franklin 

are more white than otherwise, 

apparently more gay than not, 

blue not red, only a handful 

victims of violence though we live 

in the heart of Baltimore. 

The purple ribbons are handed out 

to people in the pews: we raise 

them to the Lord during prayers 

and after service take them outside 

to hang them on a wire (no pun) 

stretched beside the brown Gothicity, 

hundreds of ribbons tied like neckties 

on ghosts packed close in a firing line. 

 

This Sunday we took them down 

one by one collected in baskets 

like laundry or perhaps the bread 

collected after a great miracle. 

With one reader for each month 

we spoke the names of the killed, 

almost one for every day, hanging 

in the air until handbells were rung 

after every month and we said Lord 

in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

Our prayers have no words 

but the names, nothing we know 

to ask for, like people standing 

in a cold river hoping it will stop, 

holding back the wind that blows the ribbons. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Birthdays 
 

4 – Connie Fischel 26 – Rachel Walsh 
     4 – Paula Snodderly 27 – Liz DiCembre 

7 – Bill McCormick 20 – Steve Roach 
12 – Maggie Griswold 31 – Rob Hoch 
13 – Bill Hathaway 31 – Jim Peters 
14 – Ruth Paradise 31 – Jeremy Reese 
22 – Ann Lucas  

 
Anniversaries 

 

1 – Haswell & Madge  Franklin 
5 – Betty & Jim Schroll 

 
 
CALL FOR USHERS, LITURGISTS, & 
FELLOWSHIP 

 
We need YOUR help to fill our schedule with ushers, 

liturgists, and fellowship. 

 
Please consider this donation of your time as part of your 

gift to your church. Pull out your calendar and let's fill up 

those open spaces. Please reach out to the Worship 

Committee or the Church Office to sign up!  Sign-up 

Sheets are also available on Sunday during Fellowship 

Hour in Reid Chapel or in the Narthex before service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

 

 

Please follow us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up 

with the latest church news and exciting pictures! 

 

Instagram: Firstfranklinpresbyterian 

Facebook: Firstfranklinbaltimore 
 

 
SHARE YOUR GOOD NEWS & IDEAS! 

 
 

We would love to receive and share your news in the 

upcoming Newsletters. What would you like to see? Do 

you have milestone events to share – graduations, 

weddings, family updates? Please send them to the church 

office. You can call, email or use the Contact Us link on 

the website.  

 
Please submit all entries for the March Newsletter by 
Monday, March 21st, 2022 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


