FIRST & FRANKLIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
210 W MADISON STREET | BALTIMORE, MD 21201 | (410) 728-5545 | FIRSTFRANKLIN.ORG

NEWSLETTER
NOVEMBER 2022

GOD, COMMITMENT, MEMBERSHIP, LEADERSHIP
T.S. Eliot’s great poem The Waste Land, 100 years old this year, is seen by critic Edward
Mendelson as uniquely “portray[ing], simultaneously and in sharp focus, the disasters of both
the inner world and the outer one.” It was written after the poet had been rejected by the
woman he loved (Emily Hale) and he had undergone a kind of nervous breakdown. Amid
many quotations and other “fragments I have shored against my ruins,” his soul was at work:

“Datta: what have we given?
My friend, blood shaking my heart
The awful daring of a moment’s surrender
Which an age of prudence can never retract
By this, and this only, we have existed…”
(Verses 402-07)
He is speaking of love, of a person, and then of God. Many of us have had such experiences; emotional, aesthetic,
transforming, unforgettable, moments of grace. After years of study of Western and Eastern philosophy and religion, and of
understanding the power of myths, Eliot (raised Unitarian) joined the Episcopal Church. That church was to be the place for
him to grow spiritually, confront his sins, and contribute to a larger tradition that he hoped would help redeem the time.
That daring surrender was part of his heart’s commitment.
Whether or not you are a member already, are considering membership, or intend to remain a friend, we will be offering
three lunches after church (November 13, Dec 4 and Dec 11) to explore: Presbyterian Canon and Character. This is our
version of what Eliot writes about in “Tradition and the Individual Talent.” Please let the office know if you are interested.

WORSHIP CALENDAR
Nov 6 | Politics and Circuses
Judges 9: 7-20. Romans 13: 1-7.
Nov 13 | What About Angels?
Acts 12: 11-17. Colossians 2: 16-19;
3: 1-4.
Nov 20 | ROBIN HOGLE
Revelation 22:1-5. John 1:1-5, 16.
Nov 27 | DOTTIE LAPENTA
Isaiah 2:1–5.Psalm 122. Romans
13:11–14. Matthew 24:36–44.

There is another dimension to our life as a community of faith: leadership. It
is not too early to think about whether you are being called (yes, by God!) to
serve as an elder or a deacon, or on the Nominating Committee itself. This
church is not “sitting pretty.” We have some serious stewardship to consider
(“what have we given?”) and will celebrate accounts of that on November
20th. Yet the bigger stewardship is our hearts, our heads, our skills and the
wisdom we have been given. This is an exciting time to be in a church and
the other leaders will be real people doing inspiring and hard things. First &
Franklin should be welcoming a new pastor. May prudence not erase any of
our daring!
See you in church,
Rev. Chris Iosso, PhD, Interim Minister.

November Calendar
11/1 | Tue | Peacemaking Committee | 7:00pm
11/4 | Fri | Wedding Rehearsal | 4:00pm
11/5 | Sat | John McLucas Book Signing | 1:00pm*
11/5 | Sat | Wedding Ceremony | 12:00-7:00pm
11/6 | Sun | Deacons Meeting | 11:30am
11/8 | Tue | Election Day
11/11 | Fri | Veterans Day - Office Closed
11/11 | Fri | Wedding Rehearsal | 4:00pm
11/11 | Fri | BSA Opera Scenes | 5pm
11/12 | Sat | Liturgist Training | 9:30am
11/12 | Sat | Wedding Ceremony | 12:00-7:00pm
11/15 | Tue | Mount Vernon Belvedere Association Meeting | 7:00pm
11/15 | Tue | Education Committee | 7:00pm
11/16 | Wed | Finance Committee | 5:30pm
11/16 | Wed | Night Heart | 7:30pm*
11/17 | Thu | Building and Grounds Committee | 5:30pm
11/20 | Sun | Robin Hogle Guest Preaching | 10:30am
11/20 | Sun | Bring A Child To Church School | 9:30am*
11/20 | Sun | Thanksgiving Luncheon | 11:45am*
11/21 | Mon | Worship, Music, and Arts Committee | 5:30pm
11/22 | Tue | Session Meeting | 6:30
11/23-28 | Wed-Mon | Rev. Chris Iosso Out of Office
11/24 | Thu | Thanksgiving Day
11/24-25 | Thu-Fri | Church Office Closed
11/26 | Sat | Liturgist Training | 9:30am
11/27 | Sun | Dottie LaPenta Guest Preaching | 10:30am
11/30 | Wed | AIDS Action Baltimore | 6:30pm
*Read on for more information.

Coming
Soon To
First and
Franklin

CANDLELIGHT CHORAL CONCERT
THE FIRST & FRANKLIN SANCTUARY CHOIR

Sunday, December 11, 2022 – 4:00pm
Jason Kissel, conductor

The First & Franklin choir and soloists are
joined by harpist Jacqueline Pollauf and guest
instrumentalists in this annual concert of choral
music for the seasons of Advent and Christmas.

PRESBYTERIAN
CANON & CULTURE
A Three Part Series

THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON
November 20, 2022 - 11:45am
The Rev. Robin Hogle will be preaching. Roasted
and fried chicken (not turkey!) will be provided,
with members asked to bring salads, sides, and
desserts if they can. Long-time friends and new
friends of the church very much INVITED! There
will be several personal stories of God’s presence in
our lives and the life of our church, in a time of
friendship and appreciation of this community.
Please let the office know if you can be with us!

Nov 13, Dec 4, Dec 11
This series will be led by the interim
minister Chris Iosso. It can serve as a
“new members” class, but will go
“beyond belief,” to matters of ethos and
character. It will be after church, over
lunch. Let the office know if
you are interested.

Come experience a beautiful space and reflective organ
music, followed by refreshments and time for
connecting with neighbors and friends. The space for
reverie is the Gothic sanctuary of First & Franklin
Presbyterian Church, partly lit by candles. Organist
Jason Kissel will play for approximately 25 minutes
with little speaking. This is not a worship service, but
evening time for exploring inner worlds. For those who
wish to stay afterward, an open chapel offers space for
friendly conversation. First & Franklin is an inclusive
church. All are welcome.

NEW NOVEL BY JOHN MCLUCAS
John McLucas' new novel, The Boxer's Mask, has just been published by
BrickHouse Books. It is set in modern Rome, a city John knows well and
deeply loves. There will be a signing event at the Ivy Bookshop at 1 pm on
Saturday, November 5. Details below. Please come if you can!
Event Details | The Ivy Bookshop, 5928 Falls Road, Baltimore, MD 21209
Attention all artists, crafters, and creatives of
all kinds! Have you been making things
during the pandemic? Perhaps you took up a
new hobby or revived an old one. The
Membership Committee invites you to share
your work in a Member Art Show (church
friends welcome) in Reid Chapel from late
September to late November. We'd love to see
your paintings or drawings, quilts or knitting,
pottery or jewelry, any kind of creative work
that can be hung on the wall or displayed on a
table. This is not part of the Art under the
Spire program, but we do ask that you notify
the church office or Becca if you are offering
any art for sale. If you have any questions, call
Becca Hollaway 401-536-4453.

Adult Education at
First and Franklin
Sundays at 9:15am
Reid Chapel
On November 6th, Adult Education will be starting a new series called "Your people shall be
my people." We are going to get the chance to hear from some of our friends and members who
come from different faith backgrounds but find themselves drawn to life at F&F. We hope
you'll join us, both to get to know them and to think about the deep ties that bind us together
across traditions.
Finally...ADVENT! The first Sunday of Advent is Nov. 27. This year we are going to do a
church-wide study that will dwell mainly on the book of Mark. You do not have to come to
Adult Ed to be part of the study, but we will be using our mornings together to dive deeper
into the themes we will be reading about through the week! Stay tuned for more updates and
information to come in the next few weeks!

BRING A CHILD TO CHURCH SCHOOL
CHILDREN'S EDUCATION
by Deborah McCrimmon, Director of Christian Arts & Education

Sunday, November 20th, 2022 will be our next "Bring A Child To Church
School" event. Each Sunday, I teach a small group of devoted and smart
youngsters in a Multiage Class. Our class would love to have more students
join us. On several third Sundays this school year, we are asking our
members and friends to bring a young person to our little class for a visit or
for the entire year. We have fun and learn about the Lord. We also do
connected art lessons that go along with scripture. Please consider bringing
a neighbor, a grandchild, a friend, etc. on the designated Sundays.

We'd like to hear from you!
The first two concerts of 2022-23 season of The Spire Series were well
received by the artists and the audiences. Here's a resounding positive
review on our Facebook page: "This was a blissful and sublime concert! It
soothed my soul! It was a joy to be in the audience and in the sanctuary
with the wonderful acoustics." (C. Wallace)
Did you attend the Josh Diaz/Mark Markham concert or the Wade
Davis concert? We would love to have your comments posted to our
Facebook page. This helps introduce others to our top-quality music
program at the church. Please consider leaving a few words about your
experiences. If you know someone who would enjoy receiving The Spire
Series emails or mailings, please let us know so we can expand our reach.

Thank you to all who
participated in the
Blessing of the Animals
on October 9th!

We need YOUR help!
We are gearing up to welcome our many guests to the annual Candlelight Choral Concert on
Dec. 11th at 4:00 p.m. That means we need ALL HANDS ON DECK to create the magical
experience everyone raves about each year. We are seeking volunteers to help decorate the
church with our Christmas wreaths and trees (December 4th after Sunday Service), to assist
with ushering and greeting and handing out candles, to offer homemade baked goods for the
after-concert reception, to help set up the reception in Reid Chapel, to serve drinks at the
reception and to breakdown/clean up after the reception. Can you spare some time to help us?
This is a whole-church activity that offers you the opportunity to participate in both big and
small ways. Please reach out to Beth Seeley (bseeley1@verizon.net) or Jason Kissel
(jkissel@firstfranklin.org) to indicate how you are able to volunteer.

More than 1000 members of 70+ congregations met at
Coppin State on October 16 to advocate with
gubernatorial candidate Wes Moore (Dan Cox withdrew)
for a dedicated program to address the 15,000 abandoned
buildings in Baltimore. Four from First & Franklin
attended. Our church is a member of Baltimoreans
United in Leadership Development - aka B.U.I.L.D.

Bagpiper and Choir Member Jim Harvey closed out
the All Souls/Reformation Day Service. Jason
Kissel rang a handbell after the name of each
departed soul was read. Flowers were donated by
John McDaniel in remembrance of the Reid Family.

The five MA students in MICA's Social Design class
looked at First & Franklin as a case study. They presented
their recommendations after church on October 30. The
women are pictured here with their two professors and,
on left, two leaders of Joy Baltimore.

Dr. Ann E. Culbertson and Beth Seeley
welcomed new friends Kaleb Watson and Jason
Norris to First and Franklin Presbyterian
Church!

F&F NOVEMBER
HISTORICAL TIMELINE
DATE

HISTORICAL EVENT

Birthday - Robert Smith served in the presidential cabinets of John Adams
11/03/1757 and Thomas Jefferson and as Secretary of the Navy and Secretary of state
of James Madison
11/10/1748

Birthday - Revolutionary War leader, Robert Gilmor (1748-1822). Served
with the militia of St. Mary's County until 1778.

11/13/1822

Third pastor of First Presbyterian, marries first cousin of Francis Scott
Key, Mary Lloyd.

Dr. Henry Stevenson advertises his hospital in the Maryland Gazette where
inoculation is conducted after the best "American Method" Converted his
11/14/1771
home "Parnassus Hill" to the inoculation for smallpox for more than 1800
people.
Birthday. James McHenry rendered medical service in the revolution on
the staff of George Washington, was a US Senator and Secretary of War in
11/16/1753
the cabinet of George Washington, President of the Baltimore Bible
Society
11/16/1753 Second Church completed.
Governor Paca proposed that the new State of Maryland would reestablish the Protestant Episcopal Church as the State Church and its
11/22/1782
parishes would be supported by general taxation. Dr. Allison emphatically
and publicly denounced the bill.

MEET FIRST AND FRANKLIN'S
NEW OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR!

This month, we welcome a new Office Administrator to our community - Anna Pollitt.
You may recognize her from her time singing with the First and Franklin Sanctuary Choir
from 2015-2018, or you may recognize her as the granddaughter of the late Rev. David
Pollitt of Light Street Presbyterian Church.
A former music teacher at both the Barnesville School and the Baltimore Lab School, Anna
has spent the last couple of years nannying for long-time church members Craig Smith and
Meredith Piplani. Now, she is excited to bring her expertise in events management, social
media, and program development to help grow First and Franklin’s presence in the
community and support the life of the church.
In addition to nannying and managing the office at First and Franklin, Anna works
regularly as a standardized patient for both the Johns Hopkins Medicine Simulation Center
and for DC Forensic Nurse Examiners. A relatively new equestrian, Anna loves to spend
her free time at the barn with her 19-year-old off-track thoroughbred horse Sham. She also
enjoys playing the mobile game Wild Rift with her longtime partner Tim, as well as writing
about popular music on her blog Pop Apologist. She currently resides in Catonsville, MD
with her roommate Heather and two extraordinarily handsome kitties, Calvert and Benny.
If you’d like to stop by and welcome our new Office Administrator, you can find her in the
church offices Monday through Friday from 8am to 2pm, or you can contact her at
apollitt@firstfranklin.org.

BIRTHDAYS
2 - Ken Davies
2 - Richard Drought
2 - Scott Fulton
4 - Joan Gordon
5 - Paula Crews
5 - David Wallace
7 - Maxwell Costa

10 - Amy Pucino
11 - Alec MacGillis
18 - Frank McNeil
20 - Rod Wright
21 - Laurel Oldach
26 - Sasha Koo-Oshima

FOLLOW, LIKE & SHARE OUR PAGES ON
INSTAGRAM & F ACEBOOK !!
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ANNIVERSARIES
16 - Dottie and Michael LaPenta
17 - Meredith Piplani and Craig Smith
24 - James Morgan and Sam Quigg
27 - Chris Iosso and Robin Hogle
30 - Paul Fowler and Frank McNeil

SHARE GOOD
NEWS & IDEAS!!1
We would love to receive and share your news
in the upcoming Newsletters. What would you
like to see? Do you have milestone events to
share – graduations, weddings, family updates?
Please send them to the church office. You can
call, email or use the Contact Us link on the
website.
Please submit all entries for the December
Newsletter by November 18th, 2022.

DO YOU NEED TO UPDATE OR
SPECIFY YOUR PREFFERED
CONTACT METHOD?
Please call or email the church office if your contact information
or address has changed. We would also to love for you to tell us
your preferred method of outreach. Do you prefer email or
mailed letter? Would you like a call or an email? Let us know!

